This is History! and the revised National Curriculum
A course ahead of its time!

Although these books were largely planned, written and published before the publication of the 2008 National Curriculum for Key Stage 3, their key features fit the 2008 Programme of Study extremely well. This is because the approaches they embody have grown out of successful classroom practice, which in turn has been a major influence on the discussions that produced the new Programme of Study. In particular:

· Dynamic combination of depth and overview

This is History! takes an SHP approach to content organisation, tackling the major KS3 content themes through both depth and overview.
Depth Studies, (such as King John) use good stories about real people to illuminate how and why people did what they did.
Development Studies, (such as Lost in Time) focus on one aspect of history over time to build up chronological understanding and solve the ‘content overload’ problem. Pupils are helped to see this ‘Big Story’ rather than being lost amidst the details
Individual books also combine depth and overview. The Impact of Empire tells the big story of the British Empire through linked depth studies. Other books (notably King John and ‘King’ Cromwell?) begin with a depth study but then provide outline activities which place the depth study effectively in context.
· Progression in understanding of concepts and processes
This is History! progressively builds pupils’ understanding of the Key concepts and processes in History. These are woven throughout the series but individual books also focus on particular concepts and processes.
	Key concepts and processes
	Books

	Chronological understanding
	· Lost in Time

· The Impact of Empire
· King John

· ‘King’ Cromwell?


	Cultural, ethnic and religious diversity
	· The Impact of Empire

	Change and continuity
	· Lost in Time

	Cause and consequence
	· The Norman Conquest
· Lost in Time
· Dying for the Vote
· The Holocaust

	Significance
	· The Twentieth Century

	Interpretations
	· ‘King’ Cromwell?

· The Impact of Empire

	Historical enquiry
	All books are based around specific enquiries, developing pupils’ skills at asking questions, formulating hypotheses and using evidence to develop answers.

	Using evidence
	· The Norman Conquest
· King John
· The Trenches

	Communicating about the past 
	Each book sets up a major task asking pupils to communicate their findings. The task covers a range of media including paragraph and essay writing, web-pages, posters and advertising campaigns and planning film outlines.


In addition there is a linked starter book (What is History Y7) that introduces these processes and concepts at the start of Key Stage 3 enabling you to establish what understanding pupils have brought in from KS2.
· Building the big thematic stories across time 
	Thematic stories
	Books

	Everyday life
	· Lost in Time

	Empires
	· The Impact of Empire 

	Conflict and Co-operation
	· The Norman Conquest

· The Twentieth Century, 

· The Trenches

	Power, democracy and human rights
	· King John
· King Cromwell?
· Dying for the Vote
· The Holocaust

	Movement and settlement
	· Impact of Empire


See more detailed example on page 3 below.

· A Citizenship resource

This is History! addresses, in a history context, many of the issues, knowledge, skills and understanding required by the citizenship curriculum. This is History! aims to make pupils more aware of:
· The value of democratic constitutions and the dangers of nationalism and totalitarianism.

· The need for respect for cultural diversity.

· The importance of resolving conflict fairly and peacefully, and the reasons why this does not always happen.

· The impact of world events on British history and vice versa, and the need to act as global citizens.

It also uses tasks which develop the skills of enquiry and participation that are central to the citizenship curriculum.
How does each book develop the thematic stories in KS3 History?
· Example 1: Everyday Life

Lost in Time begins with a rather decrepit time-machine, bringing a class back from a time-trip to Ancient Rome. What happens if the class can’t get back to the present day? Which period will they choose to live in? They have three choices, the 1330s, 1660s or 1870s, and are given five criteria to judge each period by, for example; how comfortable would they be? What would they do for entertainment? Their task is to assess the evidence as they meet the people in each period.

So one investigation covers social history from the Middle Ages to now before the last third of the book explores why life changed by looking at the impact of the Black Death, the Reformation and the Industrial Revolution.
· Example 2: Empires
The Impact of Empire provides both overview and depth investigations to fire pupils’ curiosity about the British Empire. The depth studies include investigations into why the Roanoake colony failed, telling the stories of slavery, Ireland in the Great War, what were British plans for the Middle East and post-war Commonwealth migration. 
These are not just a random selection of good stories and activities but are carefully chosen to help young people understand that the British Empire still affects our daily lives today – who we are, how we live and what we believe.
· Example 3: Conflict and Co-operation

The Norman Conquest introduces key ideas about warfare – how and why they are fought and the consequences of war such as changes in ruler, language, land-ownership, terror and destruction.

The Twentieth Century looks at the significance of the two World Wars and the Cold War, both the global implications of these events and their impact on the lives of ‘ordinary’ people.

This book also provides a framework for the depth study in The Trenches, which takes the well-known film The Battle of the Somme and asks pupils to assess its accuracy. Then it helps pupils assess other interpretations of the First World War and finally guides them through planning their own film on the war. This is creative, motivating and provides pupils with a great sense of making progress as they near the end of KS3 History.

· Example 4: Power, democracy and human rights

Four books follow this theme from the Middle Ages to the end of World War Two. King John and ‘King’ Cromwell? explore the story of the power of the monarchy, each book beginning with an in-depth study enabling pupils to avoid superficiality and truly understand the nature of monarchy and the reasons why people rebelled against individual kings. Each book also contains an overview section, telling the overview story of monarchy through living graphs and activities which provide an effective context for the depth studies.

The story of how rights were both won and lost and the consequences of those events is told in Dying for the Vote and The Holocaust. In Dying for the Vote pupils find out how the vote was won in Britain (examining peaceful and violent campaigning, education and the impact of war). The Holocaust explores the reasons why people lost their rights in Nazi Germany and then looks at the ultimate consequences of that loss of rights in the form of the murder of millions of people.
Model schemes of work for Key Stage 3 using This is History!
· Model A – this approach organises the scheme of work around the themes, taking each theme in turn and so covering the overall chronological span of the course a number of times.
	Year 7
	What is History?Y7

(Starter unit)
	Lost in Time

(Everyday Life)
	King John
(Monarchy)
	King Cromwell?

(Monarchy)

	
	4 weeks
	10 weeks
	11 weeks
	10 weeks

	Year 8
	The Impact of Empire

(Empires)
	Dying for the Vote

(Votes and Human rights)
	The Holocaust

(Votes and Human rights)
	Local history unit

	
	12 weeks
	10 weeks
	9 weeks
	4 weeks

	Year 9
	The Norman Conquest

(Conflict and co-operation)
	The Twentieth Century

(Conflict and co-operation)
	The Trenches

(Conflict and co-operation)
	What is History? Year 9

(End of course summary)

	
	7 weeks
	14 weeks
	8 weeks
	6 weeks


· Model B this approach organises the materials chronologically across the whole of KS3, with pupils returning to themes on several occasions.
	Year 7
	What is History Y7

(Starter unit)
	The Norman Conquest

(Conflict and co-operation)
	King John

(Monarchy)
	Lost in Time

(Everyday Life)



	
	6 weeks
	7 weeks
	11 weeks
	10 weeks

	Year 8
	‘King’ Cromwell?

(Monarchy)
	Dying for the Vote

(Votes and Human rights)
	The Impact of Empire

(Empires)
	Local history unit

	
	10 weeks
	10 weeks
	12 weeks
	4 weeks

	Year 9
	The Twentieth Century

(Conflict and co-operation)
	The Trenches

(Conflict and co-operation)
	The Holocaust

(Votes and Human rights)
	What is History? Y9

(End of course summary)

	
	12 weeks
	8 weeks
	9 weeks
	6 weeks


· Using This is History! in a 2 year Key Stage 3 course

This series was not created to be taught in two years but its flexible approach will be a great help to teachers trying to create a meaningful coherent two-year course. Three books provide overviews of four major National Curriculum themes and so can provide the core of your two-year course:
· Empires: The Impact of Empires enables you to tackle the full story of the British Empire and many issues relating to the theme of Movement and Settlement.
· Everyday life: Lost in Time covers the story of Everyday Life
· War: The Twentieth Century covers the key aspects of Conflict and Co-operation.
· Power: In addition, King John and ‘King’ Cromwell? contain overview material which enables you to outline the story of monarchy and then choose whichever of the two depth studies contained in these books that you feel most suits your pupils. The story of the fight for democracy could then be completed using elements of Dying for the Vote.
Free teacher’s support materials

See www.hoddereducation.co.uk for free teacher’s material to support this series including detailed notes and worksheets. 
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