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There’s no one better to guide you and your 
students through the new Edexcel GCSE Religious
Studies A specification than Victor W. Watton,
the UK’s leading RS textbook author.

Victor’s unrivalled track record of producing material that helps

students to achieve the best grades has made his books the number 1

choice for hundreds of Religious Studies teachers. In collaboration with

other leading RS experts, Victor has completely revised and updated

the bestselling Religion and Life, Religion and Society, Catholic

Christianity and Religion and Life: Christianity to ensure that they

fully support the new Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies A specification.

These new editions retain the simple, concise approach of the

previous editions that is proven to work in both the classroom and

the examination. They explain exactly what students are expected

to understand about each topic in the specification and help them

to see clearly how they can gain marks in the exam.

Because RS teachers have a

minimal amount of preparation

and teaching time, they need

textbooks which they can rely

on to be completely up-to-date

and specifically targeted at the

exam. The Edexcel specification

has changed quite significantly

(see box), and a considerable

amount of new content has been

introduced which is not covered

in the current books. As a Senior

Examiner, I’ve ensured that these

new editions fully support the

new specification, whilst

keeping the features that lots 

of RS teachers have told me

they find of great use.

Victor W. Watton

“

”
ADDITIONAL
AUTHORS AND 
CONTRIBUTORS
Diane Kolka is a Chief Examiner
and experienced author.

Robert M. Stone is a Senior
Examiner and experienced author.

Rebecca Watton is an 
experienced teacher.

How has the Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies A
specification changed?

■ Each unit now comprises four sections rather than five

■ The assessment objectives have led to some 
content changes: 

• knowledge at 10% is assessed only by the key words

• understanding at 40% remains the same

• personal and evaluation have been increased to 

50% matching the AT1 and AT2 of KS 1–3

■ There is no coursework, just written exams

■ Candidates study one unit for the short course 
and two units for the full course

■ The full course now fits the Key Stage 4 Citizenship
and PSHEE requirements much more fully
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FIFTH EDITION
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Topic 1.1 Religious upbringing
There are many reasons for believing in God. Some people are
led to believe in God by one reason only, others find that a
number of reasons taken together make it difficult not to believe
in God. When people who already believe in God come across
other reasons for believing in God, they find that this supports
their belief in God.

You only need to know about a religious upbringing in one
religion. This topic looks at a Christian religious upbringing, but
if you know about another religion in depth you could use that
instead.

The main features of a Christian upbringing

• Christian parents are likely to have their babies baptised. As
part of this sacrament, the parents will promise to bring up
their children as Christians and so encourage them to believe
in God.

• Christian parents will teach their children to pray to God. 
• Christian parents will take their children to worship God in

church. 
• Christian parents will send their children to Sunday School to

learn about God and the Christian faith. 
• Christian parents may send their children to a church school

where they will be taught the
National Curriculum in a 
Christian environment.

• As part of fulfilling their
vows at baptism, Christian
parents are likely to
encourage their children to
be confirmed as full
members of the Church.
The sacrament of
confirmation involves
lessons from the
priest/minister about
Christianity and the nature
of God. 

• This sacrament may involve
a religious experience in
the ceremony itself as the
young person feels the
presence of God through
the prayers, vows and laying
on of hands.

How a religious upbringing may lead to, or support,

belief in God

If you have had a Christian religious upbringing, belief in God
will appear natural to you because:
• Your parents will have told you about God as part of their

promises to bring you up as a Christian and young children
believe what their parents tell them.

• Christians usually teach their children to pray to God. This
will make the children believe that God exists because he
listens to their prayers. If God did not exist, they and their
parents would not waste their time praying to nothing. So
because they’ve been brought up to pray, they believe that God
must exist.

• Going to church and seeing so many people praying to God
and worshipping God is likely to make them think that God
must exist. 

• Going to Sunday School would support belief in God because
children would learn why Christians believe in God and what
they believe about him.

• Going to a church school would have a similar effect, as God
and Christianity would be a normal feature of school life. They
will have RE lessons which teach them that God exists and the
children are likely to believe it because their teachers tell them
it is true.

• Being confirmed would be likely to support your belief, as you
learn more about God in the confirmation lessons, and
possibly have a religious experience when the bishop lays his
hands on you.

Religion and Life

SUMMARY
Having a religious upbringing is
likely to lead to belief in God
because children are taught
that God exists and they spend
most of their time with people
who believe that God exists.

Questions
b Do you think children should follow the same religion as their

parents? Give two reasons for your point of view. 4
c Explain how a religious upbringing can lead to, or support,

belief in God. 8
d ‘A religious upbringing forces children to believe in God.’

i Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. 3
ii Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. 3

Exam Tip
c ‘Explain’ means give reasons.To answer this question you should

name four features of a religious upbringing and explain, in two 

or three sentences for each, how they might lead to belief in 

God. Remember your Quality of Written Communication will be

assessed in your answer, so:

� be careful with your spelling

� use sentences and paragraphs

� do not use bullet points

� use specialist vocabulary.

Believing in God
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Minister: You have brought

this child to be baptised, and

you will receive her/him

again to be trained in the

doctrines, privileges and

duties of the Christian

religion. I ask you therefore:

Will you provide for this your

child a Christian home of love

and faithfulness?

Parents: With God’s help, we

will.

From the Baptismal Service

of the Methodist Church

I am a Catholic Christian

because I was born to

Catholic parents, and I was

educated in a Catholic school.

All my upbringing made me

believe in God, and I have

never really thought that God

might not exist. God is a part

of my life just as my parents

and friends are.

A Catholic adult

Exam focus
‘Explain’ questions (part b)
are where your Quality of
Written Communication is
tested, so you should answer
these questions in a formal
style of English, be careful
with your spelling and try to
use some specialist
vocabulary (in this section
baptism, sacrament, prayer,
worship, confirmation, bishop
would all be specialist
vocabulary).

Why might being confirmed lead to, or

support, belief in God?

Holy baptism is the basis of

the whole Christian life, the

gateway to life in the Spirit …

and the door to which gives

access to the other

sacraments. Through baptism

we are freed from sin and

reborn as sons of God; we

become members of Christ,

are incorporated into the

Church and made sharers in

her mission: Baptism is the

sacrament of regeneration

through water and the word.

Catechism of the Catholic

Church 1213

STUDENT’S BOOKS
(Mainstream editions)

Available for: Religion and Life ■ Religion and Society ■
Catholic Christianity ■ Religion and Life: Christianity

Student’s Books integrate the requirements of the new specification into the familiar

and proven format of the previous editions. New subject content has been added to

match the new specification, whilst content no longer in the specification has been

removed. Each topic now has sample personal response, understanding and evaluation

questions and advice on how to answer them. Up-to-date photographs and examples

make the subject relevant to students, whilst clear explanations, illustrations and

statistics make difficult topics accessible.

● Content is laid out in a clear, 

structured manner to aid 

understanding

Exam focus boxes show         ●

students exactly how to answer

exam questions on each topic

Pages from Religion and Life Student’s Book (Mainstream Edition)

Order your copies now! T: 01235 827720 F: 01235 400401
See order form for fantastic discounts!



STUDENT’S BOOKS
(FOUNDATION editions)

Available for: Religion and Life ■
Religion and Society ■  Catholic
Christianity

Foundation Editions are structured in the same way

as the mainstream Student’s Books but are written

at a lower language level to increase accessibility for

students who are working at GCSE English Foundation

level. For the first time, there is a Foundation Edition

for Catholic Christianity.

● Key Words are defined in simple language ● Exam Tips from Senior Examiners guide 

students through the intricacies of the exam

Pages from Religion and Society Student’s Book (Mainstream Edition)

Page from Religion and Life Student’s Book
(Mainstream Edition)

How to answer exam questions
Question A What is a re-constituted family? 2 marks

Where two sets of children (step-brothers and sisters) become one family

when their divorced parents marry each other.

Question B Do you think contraception should be used? 
Give two reasons for your point of view. 4 marks

Yes I do because there is nothing in the Bible that forbids the use of

contraception so Christians can use it. Also contraception makes families

happier. The mother has time for the children because she is not pregnant

all the time, and the family will have more money.

Question C Choose one religion other than Christianity 
and explain why family life is important in 
that religion. 8 marks

Family life is important in Islam because Islam teaches that the family

was created by God to keep society together. If the family was created by

God, it must be important.

Muslims believe that the family is the only way approved by God to 

bring up children. Therefore the family must be important because society

needs children. 

Muslims also believe the family is important because it is in the family

that children learn about Islam and are taught how to follow the Five

Pillars, by praying at home, giving zakah, fasting in Ramadan and

learning about hajj.

Perhaps the main reason why the family is important in Islam is

because all Muslims try to follow the example of the Prophet Muhammad.

Muhammad was married and had a family and so it is very important

for Muslims also to marry and have a family.

Question D ‘A religious wedding ceremony helps to make a
marriage work.’

i Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. 3 marks

ii Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. 3 marks

i I do not agree because I believe that love is what makes a marriage work.

It seems to me that just as many people who have a religious wedding

ceremony get divorced as those who do not have a religious wedding

ceremony. If you make a promise to stay with someone you love, you will

not break that promise whether you make it to God as well or not. People

who have affairs do not seem to think, ‘God will punish me for this’. So I

disagree with the statement.

ii Many Christians would disagree with me. They believe that a religious

wedding ceremony helps to make a marriage work because the couple

make promises to God to stay together and breaking that promise would

be like lying to God. Also at the ceremony prayers are said by a priest

asking God’s blessing and so God will be helping to make the marriage

work. Finally they get advice at the ceremony from the Bible and the priest

about how to make the marriage work.

Religion and Life

100

QUESTION A

A high mark answer because
it gives a correct definition.

QUESTION B

A high mark answer because
an opinion is backed up by
two developed reasons.

QUESTION C

A high mark answer because
four reasons for family life
being important in Islam are
developed.A formal style of
English is used and there is
good use of specialist
vocabulary – Five Pillars, prayer,
zakah, Ramadan, hajj, example
of the Prophet Muhammad.

QUESTION D

A high mark answer because it
states the candidate’s own
opinion and backs it up with
three clear reasons for thinking
that a religious ceremony does
not help to make a marriage
work. It then gives three
reasons for Christians
disagreeing and believing that a
religious ceremony does help
to make a marriage work.

Commentary on high-mark answers   ●

helps students to achieve the highest grades

E: education@bookpoint.co.uk W: www.hoddereducation.co.uk/watton



TEACHER’S RESOURCE BOOKS
Available for: Religion and Life ■ Religion and Society ■
Catholic Christianity 

Teacher’s Resource Books are a complete teaching resource, essential for RS specialists

and non-specialists alike. They include lesson plans and worksheets for each topic in

the Student’s Books, starters and plenaries for every lesson, end of section assessments,

and mark schemes. They are fully photocopiable and accompanied by a CD-ROM

containing editable Word files.

Order your copies now! T: 01235 827720 F: 01235 400401

Pages from Religion and Life Teacher’s Resource Book

● Lesson plans give a detailed structured lesson

for each topic in the Student ’s Books

● End of section test and accompanying mark 

schemes allow for summative assessment

Available for: Religion and Life ■
Religion and Society ■  Catholic Christianity

Revision Guides include a full summary of the course content and expert advice

on how to answer exam questions, boosting students’ performance in the build

up to the all-important exams.

REVISION GUIDES

See order form for fantastic discounts!



DYNAMIC LEARNING NETWORK
EDITION CD-ROM
Available for: Religion and Life ■ Catholic Christianity 

Dynamic Learning Network Edition CD-ROMs (designed to be used by teachers in

the classroom) are packed with digital resources that lift lessons and make them

more engaging for students. Digital resources such as PowerPoint® presentations,

video clips, exam tips, teacher notes, quizzes, tests and classroom based activities

will allow you to deliver memorable lessons that students enjoy and absorb.

Dynamic Learning is the ultimate e-learning solution. Dynamic Learning Network Editions are easy to use in the

classroom, so you can just concentrate on your teaching. Digital resources launch directly from a menu, and

you can create simple, customised and professional lessons with our drag-and-drop Lesson Builder. They also

provide ready-made content that you can use to populate your VLE. All resources are pre-tagged to save you time

and provide high quality materials that can be searched for and shared with colleagues.

Dynamic Learning Network Editions include a full site licence with no annual subscription fee, giving you

real value for money.

You can be confident that Dynamic Learning works – thousands of teachers are already using 

it successfully in schools all over the UK. 

Visit www.dynamic.learning.co.uk for more information, to download demos of 

individuals titles and to see Dynamic Learning in action in a classroom.

E: education@bookpoint.co.uk W: www.hoddereducation.co.uk/watton

Screens from Religion and Life Dynamic Learning Network Edition CD-ROM

Outstanding electronic resources

● A plethora of digital resources 

can be launched from topic 

menu screens
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